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UNDERSTANDING INSTECH STERILE POUCHES

Special ink turns from clear to
brown when exposed to ethylene
oxide gas

ISO symbol indicating
product has been sterilized
by ethylene oxide gas

ISO symbol for “do not reuse.”
Many Instech products cannot
be properly cleaned after use
and most plastic parts will be
damaged by autoclaving.

PART NUMBER: Description

Date of manufacture (YYYY-MM-DD). Instech’s policy is to label its sterile products with the date of manufacture, not an expiration
date. The actual time period after which sterility can become compromised depends on storage conditions, and the risk that non-steril-
ity poses varies depending on the application. Therefore, Instech leaves the decision on when a product is no longer fit for use to its
customers. A 2-year shelf-life is typical for human medical devices but is fairly conservative; the manufacturers of the sterilizers and
the pouches that Instech uses suggest a shelf-life of 5 years. This date of manufacture combined with the part number also serves as
the lot number for our record keeping.


